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The primary producer claims compensation for being forced
to buy the products of secondary industry in a protected
market, a claim long admitted in public policy. Hence
dairying, fruit growing, and wine making have been benefi-
ciaries, while a royal commission in the thirties characteris-
tically recommended that the wheat farmers were entitled
to share in the protective policy of the nation.6 The agrarian
compensations have usually consisted of bounties from the
treasury, or the maintenance through marketing boards of
"home consumption prices/' fixed higher than export prices
in order to meet productive costs under Australian conditions.
As a method of protection the home price has ordinarily
involved an import duty or embargo to exclude competitive
imports, and the fixing of export qiuotas as well as domestic
prices. It has also occasionally involved restricted produc-
tion. Usually the boards which control prices are represen-
tative of, and may be dominated by, the producers themselves.
Cane sugar, of which 90 per cent is produced in Queens-
land, has been the most generously fostered rural industry,
propped and controlled by both Commonwealth and state
in order to achieve closer white settlement along the sub-
tropical north-east coast. For many years prior to federation
Queensland possessed sugar plantations worked by cheap
imported Kanaka labour, and it entered federal union with
the motive of obtaining a larger market for its sugar. After
1900 the Commonwealth, while it protected the sugar
industry, was obligated to repatriate the coloured labour,
whose presence was inconsistent with a strict White Australia
Policy and created the traditional social ills of a plantation
economy.7 To speed the transition from Kanaka to white
labour an excise was imposed on domestic production com-
bined with generous rebates on the sugar grown by white
workers. This policy ended with the final repatriation of
the Kanakas, and the First World War brought fresh and
more radical methods of protection and control.
*Fir$t Report of the Royal Commission on the Wheat Flour and Bread Industries
(1934), 34.
^Tropical diseases were prevalent among the Kanakas and affected the
welfare of the white population. See A. Grenfell Price, White Settlers in the
Tropics, 60.